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Chester First Aid Squad Launches 'EMT’s On Bikes' Program,

    Providing Rapid Emergency Medical Services at Community Events
CHESTER, NEW JERSEY – The all-volunteer Chester First Aid Squad (CFAS) today announced the launch of 'EMT’s on Bikes', a new program that will provide quick and efficient emergency care at community events.  EMT’s will circulate at local events on bikes, responding to someone in need quickly by maneuvering through large volumes of traffic or crowds of people in tight spaces.
The program consists of two Trek Marlin off road capable bicycles, specially outfitted with emergency warning systems and medical supplies including oxygen delivery equipment.  When needed, the specially trained EMT’s would respond and immediately begin caring for the patient while an ambulance is en route.
The types of local events where EMT’s on Bikes could potentially be present include the Chester Craft Fair, 4-H Fair,  Chester's Spring Stampede 5K Run, and Octoberfest, however the bike team could be called into service anytime based on need.
Captain David Fretwell, co-founder of the EMT’s on Bikes Program, said: "I'm delighted that the EMT’s on Bikes Program has launched after much planning and fundraising efforts.  The Chester First Aid Squad is dedicated to serving our community utilizing the latest technologies and providing the quickest response possible in emergency situations. "
Chester's EMT’s on Bikes Program was partially funded by grants from Peapack-Gladstone Bank and MetLife Bank.  Bike equipment was purchased at a discount from Marty's Reliable Cycle in Randolph.  The squad is hoping to raise additional funds to purchase an AED (automated external defibrillator) for at least one of the bikes.

To learn more about the Chester First Aid Squad, inquire about becoming a member, or make a tax-deductible donation, visit:  www.chesterfirstaid.org or call the CFAS Office at : (908) 879-5560.  
 ** END **

About Chester First Aid Squad

The Chester First Aid Squad (CFAS) located in Chester, NJ is a volunteer, nonprofit, organization that provides emergency medical services to sick and injured residents of Chester and surrounding towns.  CFAS was established in 1945 and became independent from the Fire Company in 1987.   CFAS currently operates three ambulances and a support unit and consists of approximately 50 members, many of which are certified Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs).  On average CFAS runs over 800 emergency calls a year.  CFAS  works closely with the Chester Vol. Fire Company, and Chester Borough and Chester Township Police Depts.  In addition to these local organizations, CFAS  works with other mutual aid squads in the area, hospital-based paramedics, and state and private Aeromedical helicopters.   For more information about the Chester First Aid Squad, visit:  www.chesterfirstaid.org.
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