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Chester First Aid Squad Seeking Medical and Administrative Members:

Volunteerism is Urged as CFAS Operations Grow
CHESTER, NEW JERSEY -  Are you a retiree who likes to tinker with engines in your spare time?  A college student who wants to learn about fundraising or PR? Or  someone who wants to respond to the scene of an emergency and help your fellow community members in a medical emergency situation?  The Chester First Aid Squad (CFAS), an all-volunteer organization, is reaching out to residents of the Chesters to join its CFAS family of dedicated volunteers.  Volunteer opportunities include both medical and non-medical personnel who perform a wide range of administrative tasks that keep the Squad's operations running smoothly.
President Daniel Cribari said:  "We welcome volunteers who are interested in becoming CFAS medical volunteers, and we ensure that proper training is given to anyone who is interested.  There is also a great need for administrative volunteers to perform back-office tasks.  Both are very important roles that are critical in running CFAS smoothly and successfully."
Medical volunteers needed include:

· First Responders

· EMTs

· Ambulance Drivers

There are many different types of back-office opportunities available, depending on a volunteer's interest and background, including:

· Fundraising

· Accounting

· Mechanical/Ambulance Maintenance

· Technology
· Marketing/Communications

· Community Relations

· Building & Grounds Maintenance

· Back Office/Administrative

· Strategic Planning

According to Cribari, the time commitment doesn't have to be substantial.  Any amount of time that you are willing to give is greatly appreciated and will be put to good use.  Do you want to learn a new skill? Volunteering with CFAS will provide you with an excellent hands-on learning opportunity, whether it be related to operations, administration or medical service.  
Associate Member Sophie Rosenfeld, a marketing executive who heads her own Chester-based marketing firm, says:  "My husband Sam is an EMT and Vice President with the Squad, and I also wanted to contribute my time but in a non-medical way.  So I became an Associate Member and volunteer a few hours each month to work on marketing and press releases for the Squad to foster community relations.  My professional services are useful to CFAS, and as a result I find my work with CFAS to be very satisfying.  I'm thrilled that I can contribute to CFAS in the best way that I know how."  
Even the Rosenfelds' son Jack, 10, a 5th grader at Gill St. Bernard's School, is called upon to volunteer with CFAS, throwing candy to the crowd from the back of an ambulance at parades, or playing the role of a mock patient during  training exercises.  "We are a family of volunteers who wish to serve the Chester community," Sophie says.  "It's important for us to be good role models for our son, and instill a sense of pride, leadership and community service in him.  At a very young age, Jack understood the concept of neighbor helping neighbor and the importance of an organization coming to the aid of those in need."   
Please consider volunteering your time and expertise with the Chester Rescue Squad and helping your community.  For more information, call (908) 879-5560.  
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About Chester First Aid Squad

The Chester First Aid Squad (CFAS) located in Chester, NJ is a volunteer, nonprofit, organization that provides emergency medical services to sick and injured residents of Chester and surrounding towns.  CFAS was established in 1945 and became independent from the Fire Company in 1987.   CFAS currently operates three ambulances and a support unit and consists of approximately 50 members, many of which are certified Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs).  On average CFAS runs over 800 emergency calls a year.  CFAS works closely with the Chester Vol. Fire Company, and Chester Borough and Chester Township Police Depts.  In addition to these local organizations, CFAS works with other mutual aid squads in the area, hospital-based paramedics, and state and private Aeromedical helicopters.   For more information about the Chester First Aid Squad, visit:  www.chesterfirstaid.org.
